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DISTRESSED STATE | 
| OF THE 324% 
CHURCH of CHRIST, 3 
PROFESSING 


The Proteſtant Religion in the Great Dutedon. - 
WY... of LITHUANIA, | 


' Preſented to the view of all Compaſſionate Chriſtians. 
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PSAL- X11. "> 4 


Bleſied is he that conſidereth the Poor, the Lord will deliver hind mn time F 
| trouble, The Lord will preſerve him,and keep him altve, and he ſhall 
be bleſſed upon the Earth, and thou wilt not deltver him into the Will of . 
bus Enemues. | 


W | LAMENT. III, 52, 53, 54 


Mine Enemies chaſed me ſore like a Bird,without cauſe :«T hey have cut. 
off my life in the Dungeon, and caſt a Stone upon me. Waters flowed : 
over mins Head, then 1 ſaid, 1 am cut off. | 


Was 9%, 


ae. << 


Lament, T, 16. 


$ theſe things T weep mine Eye, mine Eye runneth down with water , becauſe 
Fr praons . Ldny Ne Goals relicve my Soul, 15 far from-me : my Children 
are deſulate , becanſe the Enemy prevailed. 


hey have heard, that 1 figh, there ts none to comfort me : all mine Enemies have 
4 £ ſuptdy of my trouble, and they are vlad, &c. Ibid. v. 21, 
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ARc<lation of the Diſtreſſed State of the Church 
of Chriſt , profeſsing the Proteſtant Religion 
| in the Great Dukedom of Lithuania ; 


Preſented to the view of all Compaſſunate Chriſtians. 


H E fatal and Bloody Tragedy, which, with 8 great 
deal of Confuſion, hath been acted on the Theatre of 
Furepz,near upon fourty years, or upwards, having 
daſhed moſt potent Kingdems,Netions,and Provinces, 
one againſt another, hath at laſt {with more Severi- 
ty,becauſe /zfer) reached our Sarmatiarn Climate,and therein that 
moft flouriſhing Kingdom of Poland, but eſpecially the Great 
Dukedom of Lithuania, and the Provinees belonging thereunto; 
 Wherein it hath ſo ruined, and deſtroyed many magnificent, and 
populous Cities, leſſer Tower, and Viilages without number; that 
there are not ſo much,as any Marks left, where they ſtood before. 

This is now the twelfth year,fiace the higheſt, and 20ſ# righ- 
$:0us Jucig of all umrighteons Nations, having baniſhed Peace from 
our Countrey, hath, in his fierce anger, called for many perfidi- 
ous, cruel, ſwift, and mighty Na7/zons, to execute his Judgments 
againſt us. And theſe, not having been in the leaſt provoked by - 
Us,but onely thirlting after our For!nuner, and Hood, have waſhed 
their cruel hands therein,and are not ſatisfied therewith, but eo 
the ſpoiling of the Goods have added molt exquiſite Torments 
upon the Bodies of the true Profeſſours of Chriſtianity, . 

In the Year 16 489. when the firſt Rebcll;o» of the Cofſacks 
broke forth, to whom the Tertarians readily did aſſociate them- 
ſelves, the N»6:/ity was ſought out, with much diligence, by the 

furious Rebels, to be ſlaughtered ; and all ſuch, as werenot of 
the Greek Religion, were moſt ignominiouſly put todeath, with- 
i... outany diftiation 3 where were many numerous Cor gregations 
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And the Cruelty of the furious Cofſacks was ſo barbarous, . that 
the Tartars themſelves(though their 4ſ/oczates)would not be gui. 
ty of ſo much Innocent Blood ; but compaſiionately did reſcue 
as many,as they could, out of their hands. 

Many had their $k7zws pulled over their Ears, whileſt they were 
alive. Others had their Hawds, and Feet, cut off. Some had their 
Bowels taken out, alive.. Others had their Shin-boxes bored 
thorough; To ſome they poured melted Lead in at the WWonurnds, 
which they made in their Heads, or Bodies, Their Fyes were 
plucked out :.there:is no number of thoſe,that were hanged. And 
it Was accounted a great Mercy, if any had his Head cut off with a 
Sword, or if they. were ſent away as perpetual Sl ves to the Turk, 
Poor. Parents,and Husbands, were forced tolook on, whileſt their 
Wives, and Daughters were raviſhed. 
 This-was the miſerable Condition of our Conntrey, and Church, 
for ſeveral years together,during the Civil Wars.But afterwards, 
when we all begun to hope for better things, there fell a new, and 
more ſtrange Calamity uponus , when we were almoſt conſn - 
med before. For the perfidious 172ſcov:te, having taken notice 
of the diſtraction, and devaſtation, which by the juſt Hand of God 
befell us; and that the ſtrength of Lithvavie was, by continual 
Inteſtine Wars, decayed, he preſently took an opportunity.to in. 
vade it; and,to that effect, having tound out ſome Preten/es, he 
came with an Army of two hundred thouſand men, and affocia- 
ted to himſelf fixty thouſand of the Rebellious C:fxcksz who 
carried all before them, like a F /-0d, ſpoiling,burning, deſtroying 
al),that they met with, ſacking the ſtrong Holds, and Cities, not 
leaving one Corner in all Lithuania unſearched. Never was 
greater Tzramne committed in-thoſe Parts before. There was no 
regard of Tears, and Lamentations : no Pity ſhewed to yielding. 
Perſons: all, without diſcretion, were cut to pieces. The commor 
Multitude were {]aughtered out of hand; bur the Gentry, and No- 
bility were carried away ; and, upon deliberation, were either 
hanged,or burnt alive, Every Corner being filled. with 44facres, 
made the Blood run, like Sireaz»-,through the Streets of Towns,. 
and Cities. 


roreſtants, whole 14717 ſrers were not iparedallo; |. 
k 


But.the Condition of the 243»iſters of Chriſt was moſt. miſera-. - _ _ 


/ /zente; put to ſeveral kinds of death. 


' Adrian Chylinsky, a man molt conſpicuous both for his od Age, 
'as alſo for his Piety,and Learnivg, whereby he deſerved eminently 
of the Church of Chriſt,being { arpriſed at his own houſe, had his 
Hands,and Legs, tyed together, and then roſted aljve, leifurely by 
: degrees, there being but ſome Chips,and Straw, gathered about 
him. T wo of the ſame Name, a Father, and a Son, called 8molsk y, 
both Miziſters of Ebriſt, near Vila, the chiefeſt City in Lithnaniz,. 
had their H:ads moſt cruelly ſawed off witha $:c{/:2. Another 
Miviſter,in a Town called Holow:2Zy», whoſe Name was Slawin- 
skie,had a new Torment put upon him © for they cut him by pie- 
ces, ſo long, as be lived. Many other ini fters were amongſt the 
bigh Afountains expoled bound, and naked,to the Snow, and ex- 
tream cold 4i3 which made their noble Souls forfake their mis 
ſerable Taberxacles, And by this kind of death , this laſt #7irter, 
there were deſtroyed above fifteer- hundred innocentSouls; whoz 
ſeeking for ſhelter, were in their flight over-taken. Thoſe, that 
, were molt healthy,or ſtrong, were ſent away to be made Slaves ; 
| but others were either tlay'd alive,or cut into pieces. The num- 
ber of thoſe, that were thus miſerably put to death, a» alſo the 
ſeveral kinds of Torwerts, which poor innocent Creatures were 
put to, no Hiſtory can deſcribe. 

In this JuzGwre of dfſairs, all the Miniſt:rs of Chriſt were for- 
ced to forſake their Dwelling-places, And there is above fourty, 
of whom it is-not known, what kind of death they ſuffered : but 
that they are dead,ls certain ; becauſe they are not found, nor 
were they carried into Captivity, The Churches, for the molt part, - 
as far as the Exemy could reach, were deſtroyed by Fire : All the 
Bells were carried away; ſo that there are but few-left inthe 
whole Dukedow. The deſolate Ficlds,apd Water onely were left,as 
Witneſſes ofthe infolency of a barbareus Enemy ; for all Dwelling. 
places,and Foods were pulled, and cut down,and burnt to Aſhes. 

One would think, that the Land had been by this time chaſlti- 
ſed ſufficiently,and that the ſharp Rod of our Correction ſhould 
have been broken : but God was not yet pleaſed to put a periad 
to our Calamities 3 for every year our Countrey had a New Ere- 
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ſucceeding Enemy devoured : For, in the year 1655, the Malt ; 
tude of our Enemies was augmented,by the coming of the Swedes | 
whoſe Armies,by reaſon of the vicinity of theſe three Proviever, 
Boruſſta, Cnrland, and Litfi12d, which they had in their power, 
hav«,for the ſpace of five years,zffl:ted our Countrey alſo, And, | 
without any reſpect of the Proteſtant R.l:gion,they uſed #; as Encs 
mes; and,by their coming into rhe Conntrey,they made us lya- 
I ble to be more hated by thoſe of ihe K2442n R-1:gion, then before; 
I although after that al! the Pol; Armies had forſuken their King, 
and that His Sacred Royal M:j:jt; had with drawn himſelf out of 
His K:ngdo»,by reaſon of the Power of the Enemr:s, who prefiſed 
all places, and being abſent for a very long time in $i4-ſez, yet 
the L7thuanien Churches, ali that time, remained (till conſtanr, 
and faithful co their Gric2ous King, 

All this came upon us, undoubtedly,becauſe of the $72: of our 
Country : yet the #rath of Gog did (til) burn agaioſt us; for,a 
little while after, He did ſend 2=91ber Enemy, out of anotier Cor- 
ner,to wit,the Prince cf (ranſ3lvania ; in whoſe Army,belides the 
Hungarians,and Trenſjlov:nian,there were MIdavians YValachiang, 
Servians, and other Eaſterz Barbarous Nations, who came with 
great hopes,that they thould be enriched with our Fortunes, and 
Goods. | 

This brought anew Calamity upon that, which remained: for 
they made havock of a}l, waſted, and deſtroyed all without diſtin- 
Gicn. The Churches, that remained, they robbed 5 the Houſes 
rifled, and burnt ; the P-opl: driven into Ban:ſhment ; and thoſe, 
that could not fly, were murthered, 

It cannot be ſufficiently lamented, much leſs uttered, what 
in ſuch Jong continuance of our Trexb/es, amongſt ſo many 
E :ſttrn,Weitern, Northern, and other Enemies, our Native Country, 
the Chn:ch, and every 1. mber thereof, have ſuffered. The dead, 
and the #2bery, were then accounted bleſſed ; the weaker Sex 
| |. was reputed as the molt Infortunate; For we have ſeen ma- 
F ny [nſt-iowr, and Noble Fimilies fo exhauſted, and brought to 
I extremitie; that they have not had Bread to eat, We have 
ſeen Noble Mcn,and Matrons, Virgins, and Children of great Paren- 
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* | and many Afiaiſters of the Goſpel to this. day do groan heavily. 


wars, Tartariaes, Coſſacks, and others z under which both they, 


- Jn confideration of thoſe Extremitzs, which indeed are extra» 


ordinary, we cannot but adore the juſt Judgevewts of God thus 


| dition :* 


| eheſe things, and have the leaſt ſþ 
| their Hearts: or take to heart the «fji&icn of Joſeph, will take 
| Compaſſion on us being affected with the truth of that Worſhip, 
| Do@rine, and Godlizeſs, which did ſhine amon 
| the midſt of our Troubles. 


pon us by reafop of our Si», and deplore our ſad con- 
and the more by reaſon of the ſma}l hopes of Reſtitu- 
tion, or deliverance from ſuch a Devaſtation. For, though we 
areb1cughtvery low already, bavipg been made ſubject ito ma- 
ny Woſti-g', great Terronrs, and Jrenublet, as having had Death 
before our Eyes continually; yet there is ſtill matter of new 
Troubles at home, eſpecially to thoſe, that defire to ſerve God in 
fimplicity, and purity - to this particularly one Calamity fol- 
loweth another , as the Waves, ina jerprſtrons Sec, come Ons 


upon another. | 
 Onr very Nezghbours do hate, and perſecute the Remnant of 


poured u 


- us {till, with as much eagerneſs, as our fore?ge Exemies did: 
they deprive us of our Churches yet remaining - thaſe Lands, 


which were given for the: maintainance of 24niſters, and Scholes, 
they giveaway, as if they had been their own : our Adaiſters 
are baniſhed ; and ſuch, as remain are beaten, and mizuted: - 
the Threatnings of our iota/ Exilement are cncieaſed: Ina 
word, all the Reforwed' Proteſians are accounted as the Off-/con- 


ring of the World, and the original cauſe of all the Trewbley, which 
| are hitherto befallen to the Country. Hence it is, that they are 


bated, abuſed, threatned more and more: and whatſoever 
may befound ediaws among men, all that 1s put upon them, for 


| to make:their calamities:the greater. - 


 Wedonot queſtion, but that all, that ſhall read, or hear of * 
ark of Chriſtian Charitie left in- 


gſt us, even.in 


For oxr parts, we have no other recourſe, but tothe Goodneſs 


of our God, and the ſywpathie of the Members of his Eburch; and 


| therefor ©, following the PraGi/e of the Apoſiles of Ehriſt, and he 


' Fxempleof the Churches in the.Palatinate;Bohemza,and others; which 
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being in the ſame* condition,ſome few years ago, implored-th 
aid of their fe[low-Members of the: Reformed-Proteſtant” Ehurch, w 
dolikewiſe make our recourſe to your Goodneſ7, and Chartie. 
For we are perſwaded,that God hath-in theſe Times made theſe 
Kingdoms, and Chu:cher more happy,and flouriſhing, then others, 
that they might be a place for refuge, and a Por! of ſafety for thoſe, 
that ſuffer Mid weaek for the:Name of Jeſus elſewhere. | 
- Look therefore, we beleech you, upon us, as 0bje#: of Pitie, 
and for the Love of God, for the ſacred bond, of unity in Chriſt Jem | 
ſ#s, ſtretch forth your hands, that the V-ne-y2rd of the Lord may! 
not beutterly deſtroyed. Send ſuitable comforts to thoſe, that 
are comfortleſs; ſtrengthen the hands of the feeb/:; ſupport 
the weak, ſupply the wants of the zeedy with your {beralzty : not | 
doubting, but that the Lord, who is the rew.rder of ail good deeds, 
and who takes all the works of Charitie, beſtowed upon the 


Members of his Militant Church, as if they had been beſtowed up- 


on himſelf, will be your ſufficient reward, and at the Great day 
of Accounts will put you in' minde ofſuch Works for your eter- 
nal comfort. Theſe are the prayers, and deſires of thoſe 3+ who, 
in the name of all the Lithn an14a% Churches, have ſent their Meſſer 
ger to you, who ſollicits this in their Name, as having been an 
Eye-witzeſs, in many places, of their diſtreſſed condition, and 
partaker of their Evils. 


Tohn de Kraino Krainik, Miniſter 
of God's Word, and thea/ een- 
ger of the Churches. 


